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PORT  RRALTH  PI  STRICT  OP  mi:U'jai 


This  report  is  iDased  on  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  contained  in  Circulars  33/52  and  16/55,  and  follo\vs 
the  arrangement  detailed  in  Form  Port  20. 


SSCTIOIT  1 - STAFF 


" - ■ 1 ■ 

Hame  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
Appointment 

Bate  of 
Appointment 

Q,uali- 
fi cat  ions 

Any  other 
aoDOintment  s 
held 

P.  H.  Mac- 
Taggart 

Medical 
Officer 
of  Health 

1954 

M . A . , 

M.3.  , 

CH.B. 
(Aberd. ) 

D.P.H. 

(Lond. ) 

Iledi  cal 
Officer  of 
Health  for 
Paignton  and 
Borough  of 
Dartmouth. 

F.L.  Godfrey 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

1924 

M.R.S. I. 

F. S. I. A. 

t 

r 

1 

Clerks:-  Mrs.  S.Michclmore. 

Mr s . S . Be aumon t . 

Address  and  telephone  number  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health 

Tovm  Hall,  Tel.  Ho.  Brixhara  2206. 

Br ixham. 
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SECTION  II  - ALIQUITT  OE  SKIPPING  ENTERING 


THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR 


TABLE  B 




• 

Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  In 

soected  j 

Number  of 
ships 

reported  as 
having  had 
during  the 
voyage , 
infectious 
disease  on 
board. 

, 

t 

By  the  j 
lie  di  cal  ■ 
Of fi cer 
of  Health 

By  the 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

Poreign 

Port  s 

353 

97,382 

1 

9 

- 

Coastwi se 

429 

107,812 

1 

r? 

o 

27 

TOTAL 

782 

205,194 

4 
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SECT  I PIT  III  - CHARACTER  OE  SHIPPING  AlID 


d 

TRADE  DURIEG  THE  YEAR 


TABLE  C 


Passenger  Traffic 


( HumLer  of  passengers  IIWARDS  - 54 
[ Humber  of  passengers  OUTV;ARDS  - Ml. 


( Principal  IlIPORTS  Oil. 

Cargo  Traffic  ( 

( Principal  EXPORTS  Oil,  Pish,  Limestone. 


Principal  Ports  from  T;hich  ships  arrived  in  1955: 

Boulogne,  Ostend. 


SECT  I OH  IV  --  IHLAHD  BARGE  TRAPP  I C 


There  is  no  inland  barge  traffic  in  the  area. 


3. 


SECTIOIT  V - WATER  SUPPLY 


(1)  Source  of  supply  for  (a)  the  District  and  (13)  Shipping. 

(a)  The  ¥>/ater  supply  is  from  springs  in  the  area  and 

also  from  the  Paignton  Water  Undertaking.  The  water 
is  stored,  filtered  and  chlorinated. 

(h)  The  port  is  supplied  hy  a special  ir^in  along  the 
quays  to  which  stand  pipes  can  be  attached  at 
various  points. 

(2)  Reports  of  tests  for  contamination. 

Samples  are  taken  regularly  from  the  service  reservoir 
and  from  a tap  served  by  the  main.  The  reports  for  the 
treated  water  v;ere  satisfactory. 

(3)  Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and 
hosepipes. 

Hydrants  and  hosepipes  are  kept  in  lockers  when 
not  in  use. 

(4)  Humber  and  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats,  and  powers  of 
control  by  the  Authority. 

There  are  no  water  boats. 


SECTIOIT  VI  - PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS) 
REGULATIQHS^  1952 


(1)  List  of  infected  areas.  (Regulation  6.) 

Arrangements  for  the  preparation  and  amendment  of  the  list, 
the  form  of  the  list,  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  supplied, 
and  the  procedure  in  supplying  it  to  those  persons. 

The  list  of  infected  areas  sent  bj'-  the  Ministry  is 
noted  at  the  Public  Health  Department.  It  is  then 
delivered  to  the  Customs  Officer  who  retains  it  for  a 
week  before  returning  it  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 


(2)  Radio  Messages. 

(a)  Arrangements  for  sending  permission  iDy  radio  for 
ships  to  enter  the  District.  (Regulation  13.) 

The  Post  Office  'v7ill  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  transmission  of  vjritten  messages  if  required. 

(ip)  Arrangements  for  receiving  messages  hy  radio  from 
ships,  and  for  acting  thereon.  Tnegulation  14  (l) 

(a)  and  (2) ) . 

These  messages  are  received  through  Hiton  radio, 
and  passed  on  to  H.M.  Customs  at  Dartmouth,  who  in  turn 
telephone  the  Public  Piealth  Department  . 

(3)  Notification  otherwise  than  by  radio.  (Regulation  14  (l) 

(b) ).  Arrangements  for  receiving  notifications  otherwise 
than  by  radio  and  for  acting  thereon. 

The  Coastguard  Station  on  Berry  head  received  all 
communications  by  semaphore,  morse,  and  international 
code  of  signals.  The  messages  are  then  passed  on  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations.  (Regulations  22  to  30)  - Situation  of 
Stations,  and  any  other  standing  directions  issued  under 
these  Regulations. 

There  is  no  quarantine  buoy,  but  a quarantine  anchorage 
is  available  at  a position  some  2,000  feet  off  the  point  of 
the  Breakwater  and  1,000  feet  off  Pishcombe  Point.  The 
exact  location  of  the  anchorage  is  marked  on  charts  in  the 
possession  of  the  Customs  Officer  and  the  Harbour  Master. 

(5)  Arrangements  for:- 

(a)  Plospital  accommodation  for  infectious  cases  (other 
than  Smallpox  - See  Section  VII.) 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  Torquay 
Isolation  Hospital. 
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(Id)  Surveillance  and  follow-up  of  contacts. 

This  is  carried  out  hy  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Declarations  of 
Health  are  handed  to  the  Masters  of  ships  on  arrival 
hy  the  staff  of  H.M.  Cmstonis  and  the  "boats  of  the  local 
coaling  company  are  available  for  boarding  vessels. 

In  cases  in  which  persons  have  to  be  notified  as 
proceeding  to  this  area  from  a vessel  on  which  infectious 
disease  has  occured,  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  examine  the  person  on  arrival,  and  at 
intervals  as  required  by  the  regulations. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons,  clothing 

and  other  articles. 

The  disinfection  of  cabins,  bunks  etc.,  is  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  whilst  the  disinfection 
of  clothes,  bedding  and  other  articles  is  done  in  the  Steam 
Disinfector  at  Paignton. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Torquay  Health  Department, 
the  cleansing  of  persons  is  carried  out  at  their  cleansing 
station. 


SBCTIOH  VII  - SIALLPQX 

(1)  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  Snallpox  cases  are 
sent  from  the  District. 

Upton  Pyne  Smallpox  Hospital,  Hr.  Exeter, 

(2)  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  Hospital 
by  ambulance,  giving  the  name  of  the  Authority  responsible 
for  the  ambulance  and  the  vaccinal  state  of  the  crews. 

Arrangene nt s are  made  by  telephone  message  to  the 
Resident  Physician  at  VAiipton  Isolation  Hospital,  Exeter. 
The  vehicle  is  supplied  by  Exeter  City  Health  Department, 
and  is  staffed  by  the  hospital.  All  members  of  the  crew- 
are  vaccinated  regularly. 


(3)  Names  of  Smallpox  Consultants  availaTble. 

The  Consultants  are:- 

Dr.  C.  Sev/ard,  Exeter. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Laird,  Exeter. 

(4)  Facilities  for  Laboratory  diagnosis  of  Smallpox. 

Specimens  are  sent  to  the  Central  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  (Virus  Reference),  Colindale , Hendon, 
London,  N.Y/.4, 


SECTION  VIII  - VEITBHSaL  DISEASE 

Information  as  to  the  location,  days  a.nd  hours  of  the 
available  facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
venereal  disease  amiong  merchant  seaman  under  international 
arrangements,  including  in-patient  treatment  and  the  steps 
taken  to  nake  these  facilities  known  t4  seamen. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal 
disease  am^ong  seam.en  are  available  at  the  Torbay  Hospital, 
Torquay,  at  clinics  held  on  Wednesdays  at  5.30  p.m.  - 7.30  p 
In-patient  treatment  is  given  at  the  Royal  Devon, and  Exeter 
Hospital,  Exeter. 

Leaflets  are  circulated  among  ships  crews  with  this 
information. 
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SECTION  IX  - CASES  OE  170TIEIABLE  AID 


OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  Oil  SHIPS 

TABLE  D 


Category 

Di sease 

ITo.  of  cases  during 
the  year 

Eo.  of  ships 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew  < 

Cases  landed  from 
ships  from 
forgeign  ports 

- 

1 

k - 

- 

Cases  "Which  have 
occurred  on  ships 
from  foreign 
ports  but  have 
been  disposed  of 
before  arrival 

, - _ ..  

« ■" 

Cases  landed  from 
other  ports. 

- 

1 

- 

I 

1 

L-,  , 

A short  account  should  he  given  of  the  measures  taken  on 
the  arrival  hy  ship  of  (a)  any  case  of  smallpox,  cholera, 
plague,  yellOYj  fever,  typhus,  or  relapsing  fever  included 
in  Table  D;  (b)  any  suspected  case  of  any  such  disease. 
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SBCTIOU  X - OES'SRVATIOITS  OF  THB  OCCURRMTC E 


OF  IvIALARIA  III  SKIPS 


IT  I L. 


SECTIOIT  XI  - MEASURES  TAKEIT  AGAIITST  SHIPS- 

IITEECTED  Y/ITH  OR  SUSPECTED  RQR  PLAGUE 


IT  I L. 


SECTIOK  XII  - ilEASURES  AGAIllST  RQPEITTS  IIT  SKIPS 

FROHL  EQREIGIT  PORTS 


(1)  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  makes  enquiries  of  masters  of 
ships  as  to  the  presence  of,  or  undue  mortality  among  rats. 
Ke  also  inspects  ships,  quays,  v^harves  and  stores  at  regular 
intervals  for  signs  of  the  presence  of  rats. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  Bacteriological  or  Pathological 
examination  of  rodents,  v'ith  special  reference  to  rodent 
plague,  including  the  nui.iher  of  rodents  sent  for  examination 
during  the  year. 

These  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Kealth 
Laboratory  Service,  7,  Eix’s  Field,  Exeter, 

Ko  rodents  were  sent  for  examination. 


(3)  ' Arrangements  in  the  District  for  deratting  ships,  the 

methods  used,  and,  if  done  hy  a commercial  contractor, 
the  name  of  the  contractor. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  this  service  to  he  carried 
out  at  Plymouth. 

(4)  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  shirks. 

This  has  not  been  required  owing  to  the  limited 
nature  of  shipping  entering  the  port. 


TAELS  E 


Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign 
ports. 


Category 

Number 

Black  rats 

Nil. 

Brown  rats 

Nil. 

Species  not  known 

Nil- 

Sent  for  examination 

Nil, 

Infected  with  plague 

Nil. 

2;35  Brown  rats  and  7 Black  rats  v;ere  killed  in  the  quays 
wharves  and  stores  of  the  harbour. 


10. 


TABLE  E 


Deratting  0ertificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates 
issued  during  the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

Brixhsun  is  not  an  approved  port  under  Article  52  of 
the  International  Sanitary  Regulations. 


SECTIOE  XIII  - lESPECTIOE  QE  SKIPS  EQR  ITIJISAITCES 

TABLE  G 


Inspections  and  Notices 


'i 


r 

1 ^1 

Nature  and 

1 

Notices  served 

Result  of 

Number  of 

serving  notices 

Inspections 

Statutory  Notices 

Other  Notices 

General  . . . 

36 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  . . . 

36 

SECTIQE  XIV  - PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SKELLEISH) 

REGULATIONS.  1954  and  1948 

Information  respecting  any  shellfish  heds  or  layings  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Authority  stating  whether  they  are, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  liable  to 
pollution.  A report  of  any  action  taken,  which  should  state 
whether  any  prohibited  area  has  been  prescribed,  should  be  included. 

There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  layings  within  the  area. 


SECTION  XV  - MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OE  ALIENS 
Brixham  is  not  a port  approved  under  the  Aliens  Order,  1920. 
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